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T O P   L I N E S 
KEYSTONE LABRADOR RETRIEVER CLUB  

Summer 2017 

Hello Keystone LRC Members, 
          Just a quick update as to Club activities and events.  

      On Saturday May 6th, KLRC again held its supported entry at the 

Bucks County Kennel Club Dog Show. Marion Daniel, Mar-Moye Lab-

radors, was the regular conformation judge and Paul Rudy, Amber-

lyn Labradors, was the sweepstakes judge. Once again, the lunch, 

raffle and trophies were outstanding! Thanks to all the members 

who assisted and supported the show. The compliments were nu-

merous. Everyone had a fantastic time.  

     Our Fun Field Days are still in the process of being scheduled.  

Once the dates are determined, notification will be sent out to the 

membership.  

     On September 16, 2017, KLRC, will be holding its supported entry 

at the Lehigh Valley KC Dog Show. The judge for Labradors is Steve 

Dainard from Canada.  

     Mark your calendars for the National Labrador Retriever Club 

Dog Show, to be held October 6 - 17, 2017 in Brooklyn, Conn. Mid-

Jersey LRC will be holding their 2 day Specialty in conjunction with 

the National. Other events at the National will include: Agility Trials, 

Hunt Tests, Working Certificate, Conformation Certificate, Tracking 

Tests, Rally and Obedience Tests. KLRC 's next Board Meeting will 

be held August 6, 2017. KLRC's next General Membership Meeting 

will be held Sunday , November 5, 2017. Hope to see everyone at the 

upcoming events. Have a safe and relaxing summer.  

Georgann Syphard   

President: Georgann Syphard 

Vice President: Karen Vare 

Secretary: Edie Castor 

Treasurer: Wilson Smith 

Board Of Directors: 

Mickie Kelly, Terri Shober, 

Ann Tyler, Rocco Spinelli, 

Kathy LaFrana 

Committees:  

Conformation: Edie Castor  

(Chair) 

Obedience/Rally: Karen Vare 

(Chair) 

Field Day: Karen Vare (Chair) 

Judges: Georgann Syphard 

(Chair) 

Hospitality: Vacant (Chair) 

Website: Renee Willis 

(WebMaster) 

Membership Coordinator:  

Terri Shober 

Sunshine Club: Faith Hynd-

man 

AKC Relationship Coordina-

tor: Darlene Pors 

Trophies: Mickie Kelly (Chair) 

Newsletter Editor: Kathy 

LaFrana; email: 

vixenscup@yahoo.com 
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BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! 

 

Submitted by John Sebalusky: 

      Whispering Pines Tiberius (Ty) went Winners Dog, Best of Winners and Best of Breed on June 2, 
2017 at the Greater Philadelphia Dog Fanciers Association’s Show.  Ty also went Reserve Winners Dog 
at the Huntington Valley Kennel Club Show on June 3rd.  He is bred and owned by John and Barbara 
Sebalusky. 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Linda Roberts: 

     French Creek Holly By The Wissahickon earned her Senior Hunter title on May 19, 2017 at the 

Susquehanna Hunt test in Greenwood, Delaware. 

      

 

BRAGS Cont’d on next page 
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BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! 

 

Submitted by Sara Thornton, DVM: 

     CH Canterbury's Pink Orchid Diamond RE WC CGC earned her BN.  

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Nanci Alldred: 

     Dover and Ransom earned their AKC trick dog titles in novice on 5/17/2017 and their intermediate 

on 6/7/2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

          

 
BRAGS Cont’d on next page 
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BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! 

Submitted by Jacqui Hartranft:          

         Sundog’s DJ Abbey of Stoney Hollow GN CGC CGCA WC and I partici-
pated in the Philadelphia Dog Training Club’s trial on May 13 at the K9Jym 
in Colmar.  We were entered in Preferred Novice where we got first place 
with a score of 197 1/2 and a Preferred High in Trial.  This is our first leg.  I 
am very proud of my little girl who is up for anything I want to do.  

 

 

 

 

 

          COOPER OF STONEY HOLLOW earned his Canine Good Citizen title 
on June 6 and his AKC Novice Trick dog title on May 30.  He is such a spe-
cial boy who came to us as a rescue from Georgia in February.  He will be 
learning all about the Advanced Trick Dog title this week and will also be 
keeping up with his Obedience training.  We may give Nosework a try as 
soon as I can find time in my schedule. 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Nancy Guerrini: 

          Stoli earned is AKC Novice Trick Dog title on 5/17 and his AKC Intermediate Trick Dog title on 
June 8, 2017.  

  

 

 

AND CONGRATULATIONS!!   To Karen Vare and Sophie who made it onto the AKC's Top 25 
Obedience Labs for 2016!!!   Way to go!! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS continued on next page EVENTS continued on next page 
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UPCOMING EVENTS (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EVENTS continued on next page 
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UPCOMING EVENTS (Cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EVENTS continued on next page 

AKC Retriever Hunt Test Judges Seminar 

By LRC, Inc - Tuesday June 20, 2017. 

for Judges, Prospective Judges and Handlers  
Sponsored by the Labrador Retriever Club & the American Kennel Club  
 

  

Rebel Ridge Farms Pavilion  
295 Woods Road, Elkton, MD 21921  
Saturday, August 26, 2017 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 
 

This one-day seminar is directed at all participants in Retriever Hunt Tests: Judges & Handlers alike. 
Judges (and prospective judges) can fulfill their seminar requirement while handlers can gain a 
better understanding of the sport. 

AKC Executive Field Rep Russ Reavis will cover topics including:  
 
Hunt Test Rules & Regulations  
How to set up a test  
Diagramming dog work and how to score it  
The four abilities in which dogs are judged  
What judges want to see  
How to become a better handler  
How to become an AKC Hunt Test judge 
 
 

Registration is $55.00. Morning coffee & donuts and lunch will be provided. 
 
 

To register, fill out the form below and mail to:  
 
Helene Huffer,  
P.O. Box 5,  
Jenkintown PA 19046  
 
Make checks payable to Labrador Retriever Club. 
 
 

Space is Limited Registration form and check must be received by Monday, August 14th  

(if you cannot open the file, contact Lyn Yelton for a copy, lyn@rebelridgefarms.com). 

On the next page and mail to: 
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UPCOMING EVENTS (Cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS cont’d on next page 

SIGN UP FORM 



9 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Cont’d) 
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First annual recognition banquet 

         

                                                 MORE PHOTOS!!! 
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news 

From AKC Website: 
 
U.S. Congressmen and veterinarians Ted Yoho, Ralph Abraham, Kurt Schrader and 
have joined forces across the aisle to introduce a Congressional Resolution in support 
of National Purebred Dog Day. 

The resolution highlights the essential and important role that purebred dogs and breed-
ers of purebred dogs have played throughout United States history and spotlights the 
many ways purebred dogs continue to serve U.S. citizens as military working dogs, guide 
and service dogs, search and rescue dogs, disease detection dogs and more. 

“There's a reason dogs are known as man’s best friend. The special functions and abili-
ties of each unique breed enable them to serve everyone from America’s farmers to our 
military and law enforcement,” said Kurt Schrader. “As a veterinarian and farmer for over 
30 years, I believe it is important that we set aside a day to honor these animals that 
brighten, improve, and enhance our lives each day." 

“As a farmer, veterinarian, and military veteran, I can personally attest to the many ways 
purebred dogs have made a difference in the lives of Americans,” said Abraham. “Each 
purebred breed was developed for a specific purpose. From search and rescue and 
working dogs to service animals and loyal companions, purebred dogs continue to play a 
critical role and I am proud to sponsor this legislation that recognizes their contributions 
to our country.” 

National Purebred Dog Day (NPDD) is celebrated on May 1 and was originally created 
by Colorado dog enthusiast Susi Szeremy in 2013 as a way to increase awareness and 
celebrate all of the ways purebred dogs better our lives. Thousands of breeders and dog 
owners from across the United States celebrate purpose-bred dogs and the predictability 
of breeds during NPDD on all social media platforms. 

“The American Kennel Club appreciates this recognition of National Purebred Dog Day,” 
said Dennis B. Sprung, AKC President and CEO. “The predictability of purebred dogs not 
only makes them great family pets, but it also makes them wonderful service dogs, mili-
tary dogs, search and rescue dogs and working dogs in our society. It is important to set 
aside a day to honor the pride, purpose, and preservation of these dogs and to celebrate 
all they do to enhance our lives.” 

 

NEWS continued on next page 

http://akc.org/dog-breeds/
http://www.akc.org/public-education/resources/service-therapy-work-dogs/
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News (cont’d) 

 
          Now that summer is here and the days are sweltering, it’s important for 
every dog owner to remember how hot the pavement can get. Pavement and 
concrete have the ability to hold onto heat for hours. We often assume that our 
dogs’ paws are very tough, but they can actually be quite soft, which makes 
them vulnerable to injury. The ground can become incredibly hot, even if the 
weather doesn’t feel that hot.  Before you take your dog for a walk, take off your 
shoes & stand on the pavement.  If it’s too hot for you, it’s too hot for your dog. 
Let’s keep our furbabies safe this summer! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
SB636: Removing Animals from Vehicles 

       A Bill that addresses the issue of removing animals from vehicles in extreme temperatures is mov-

ing through the PA Senate. This Bill responsibly limits the authority to police officers, humane officers, 

firemen and other first responders. We are concerned however that there is no protection for dog own-

ers if the animal bites or harms the person removing the animal. Many dogs are very protective of their 

cars and will not understand if those breaking in are there to help them. Another concern is protection 

of dog owners should the authority be misused. While we would all love to think that everyone exercis-

ing such authority is doing so with the best intentions to help the animals, we have seen cases where 

similar authority was misused (i.e. the Willard dog seizure case). We would like to see the following 

amendments to SB636: (2) A person who witnesses an act under paragraph (1) may contact a police 

officer, a volunteer or professional fireman, humane officer, security guard or other first responder, 

who may take any reasonable and necessary action to safeguard the dog or cat, including, but not lim-

ited to, breaking into the motor vehicle to remove the dog or cat from the unattended motor vehicle af-

ter a reasonable effort to search for the owner or operator of the unattended motor vehicle. (3) A police 

officer, a volunteer or professional fireman, humane officer, security guard or other first responder, and 

the department or agency employing the officer, is not liable for any damage to property resulting from 

reasonable and necessary actions taken under this section. (4) A person whose dog or cat is removed 

from an unattended vehicle under this section shall not be liable for any injury to property or persons 

during the period that the dog or cat is under possession or control of another.  

[Reprinted from the PA Federation of Dog Clubs Newsletter.] 

NEWS continued on next page 
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News (cont’d) 

 
           Submitted By Georgann Syphard:      CANINE INFLUENZA 
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noteworthy 

NOTEWORTHY continued on next page 

This is from Dr Richard Hawkes DVM...He had dogs that were affected by the recent Canine FLU outbreak… 

DOG FLU REPORTING STATS: 

OK so I tabulated the responses to date and this is how it shakes out: 

1. 102 people reported having 1 or more sick dogs 

2.  Approx 243 dogs were reported to have contracted the upper resp infection at a dog show, with another 317 catch-

ing it from the primary dogs (that's almost 600 dogs thus far). 

3. The primary show where dogs got sick was Perry GA (39%). This was higher but has been coming down as more 

dogs have gotten ill from other shows and reported in. Deland accounted for 24% of the illness. 

4. This is very widespread now as we all know. Reports of locations of sick dogs (not where they contracted it - but 

where they are living) came from: FL (43%), GA 5%, NC 9%, SC 3%, VA 5%, TN 5%, KY 2%, PA 13%, IL 4%, KS 2%, CA 

2%, WA 1% and TX 2% 

5. There were 4 reported deaths thus far 

6. 40% of dogs took > 10 days to recover 

7. Incubation was all over the place from 2 to > 5 days 

8. Primary symptoms: coughing 71%, lethargy 47%, fever 40%, respiratory distress 25% vomiting 34% and diarrhea 

23% 

9. 45% of respondents had a confirmed diagnosis on at least 1 dog, of which 70% came back H3N2 (30 total). H3N8 

was implicated 3 times. 

My thoughts: I feel hopefully the initial widespread outbreak is tailing off as people are now aware of the flu, are stay-

ing home or at least taking measures to prevent their dogs from acquiring the illness (vaccination, reducing socializing 

of dogs and staying in crating areas, etc). I don't think we are finished yet, however, as there is now a fairly widespread 

base of flu carriers, and newly exposed dogs will likely continue to spread the disease as people and dogs continue to 

travel throughout the country to shows. I suspect we may continue to see smaller outbreaks occur after shows. We 

also haven't seen an impact on the "civilian" (non-show) dogs yet and hopefully it won't come - but that remains to be 

seen. If it does hit (primarily the boarding kennels and grooming shops) - there will be local large outbreaks that will 

not be as likely to spread as rapidly as it did after Perry and Deland. 
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Noteworthy (cont’d) 

I believe the data reflects that this is indeed an H3N2 epidemic. While there were other pathogens present, none near-

ly reported as often as H3N2.  

If 70% of us that show dogs regularly end up vaccinating for H3N2, in the future we likely won't see another mass out-

break like this, but we may continue to see smaller ones. I think it may become endemic now and something we have 

to deal with from time to time (like kennel cough). However, if the vaccine can taper the severity and duration of ill-

ness of affected animals I can live with that. For those that do not believe in vaccinating, it certainly is your choice, and 

I would not support forced vaccinations of show dogs. I think you may change your opinion, however, if your dogs 

caught this and became as severely affected as mine did or you lost one of your dogs like I did. Or spent the thousands 

of dollars to treat this illness and countless hours of heartache watching the suffering of your dogs that me and many 

others had to endure. Again, vaccinating is a personal choice based on risk assessment. In the future ALL my dogs will 

continue to get the flu vaccine until I no longer participate in dog shows. 

One very interesting side note that I read on another thread was the person who had a dog in Perry in the grooming 

building (basically ground zero), but had crate covers on and their dog didn't get sick. The crate covers likely blocked a 

lot of the particulate droplets carrying virus and may have prevented the dog from getting an infective dose. Or it could 

have just been sheer luck, or the dog could have gotten in and been asymptomatic I suppose. I like to think the covers 

may have helped. Something to think about when you get back out there with your dogs. 

These are mostly my thoughts on the current situation. I don't have a crystal ball anymore (it's on back-order) so I may 

be completely wrong about what is to come. Time will tell I guess. Sorry if I haven't responded to all the friend re-

quests and messenger messages - I've been very busy with work, projects outside of work and there were a LOT of 

messages! I will try to get through them sometime. I just don't want to be consumed by FB. I sincerely hope to meet 

some of you at a dog show in the future under much better circumstances. 

If you haven't read Jodie Strait's blog. Please do. It is a good read and basically mirrors what I went through. 

Link: http://calabroneaustralianshepherds.com/blog/canine-influenza.html 

Richard Hawkes DVM 

http://calabroneaustralianshepherds.com/blog/canine-influenza.html
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feature 

What else can 

you do with 

your dog?? 
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Bucks county kennel club 

Supported Entry 

May 6, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

The weather was chilly but the camaraderie was warm! A very 

successful and fun day for all! 

BUCKS continued on next page 



18 

Bucks county kennel club (cont’d) 

RAFFLE SUCCESS! 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all who volunteered their time and talents ! 

BUCKS continued on next page 
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Bucks county kennel club (cont’d) 

Bucks County Raffle 2017 

Keystone LRC would like to thank the Club members, Businesses and Handlers who made donations to our raffle at the Bucks 

County Kennel Club Show May 6, 2017.  The raffle was very successful.  Please try to remember those who supported us. 

Donations from Businesses 

BC Braidz 
Burts Bees 

Creative Stitches 
DDC DNA Testing 

Dr. King- Steinbach Veterinary 
Gun Dog Supply 

OFA 
Optigen 

Paw Prints DNA Testing  
Primo Pads 

Purina 
Stonebraker Art 
White Dog Bone 

Liesl Woelfel-Animal Communicator 
 

Donations from Handlers 

Phil Boyce 
Heather Bremmer 

Sarah Crepeau 
Keith Ferrin 

Aaron Goldfinger 
Norman Grenier  
Fabian Negron 

Jaimie  Van Orden-Outer 
Katie Shepard 

Lisa Sobosz 
 

Donations from Club Members 

Diane Castor 
Nancy Guerrini 

Mickie Kelly 
Georgann Syphard 

Sara Thornton 
Karen Vare 

 
Thank you to everyone for helping us make this Raffle a success. 

Karen Vare and Georgann Syphard 
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Club survey 

Our club’s leadership 

would like the general  

Membership to respond 

to the following  

question: 

 

Do you feel we should 

continue to offer 

sweepstakes classes at 

the bucks county 

 kennel club supported 

entry? 

In recent years, the entries for these classes have declined. Please re-

spond to this survey by emailing Edie Castor at 

ediecastor@gmail.com 

 

Your response is greatly appreciated! 
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notices 

 
    

 

 

 
 
 
 

Next Club Meetings 
 

Next Board Meeting -  August 5th at 9:00am, Wegman’s.  
Next General Member’s Meeting - November 5th, 12:00pm, at 

the Tarlton School.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Don’t forget to visit our club website at www.keystonelrc.com   

or on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/KeystoneLRC 

A quote to remember…. 

"...He is your friend, your partner, your defender, your dog. You are his life, his love, his leader. He will be yours, 

faithful and true, to the last beat of his heart. You owe it to him to be worthy of such devotion..."  Unknown 

http://www.keystonelrc.com/

