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T O P   L I N E S 
KEYSTONE LABRADOR RETRIEVER CLUB  

Fall  /  Winter 2019-2020 

 
Officers: 

President: Georgann Syphard 

Vice President: Karen Vare 

Secretary: Edie Castor 

Treasurer: Wilson Smith 

 

Board Of Directors: 

Mickie Kelly, Terri Shober, 

Ann Tyler, MaryAnn Fletcher, 
Jody Parisi 

 

Committees:  

Conformation: Edie Castor  
(Chair) 

Obedience/Rally: Karen Vare 
(Chair) 

Field Day: Karen Vare (Chair) 

Judges: Georgann Syphard (Chair) 

Hospitality: Jody Parisi and Mar-
yAnn Fletcher (Chair) 

Website: Sara Thornton 
(WebMaster) 

Membership Coordinator:  Terri 
Shober 

Sunshine Club: Ann Tyler 

AKC Relationship Coordinator: 
Club Secretary 

Trophies: Mickie Kelly (Chair) 

Historian: Shirley Spinelli 

Newsletter Editor: Kathy LaFrana; 
email:vixenscup@yahoo.com 

Facebook: Edie Castor 

Annual Dinner: Mickie Kelly 

Nominating: Terri Shober and 
Edie Castor 

Photographer: Jody Parisi 
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BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! 

 

Submitted by Chele Ashton : 

      GCH Wateroaks Secret Vagabond - (Baude) : winning Select Dog and BOBOH at the 
Long Island Kennel Club show on May 19, 2019. 

      “Baude, who won the Mid- Jersey Lab-
rador Retriever Club Specialty in October 
- owner handled under breeder judge Siv 
Sando!!    This year Baude also went Se-
lect Dog under Charles Olvis at the Long 
Island KC with a supported entry by the 
Long Island Labrador Retriever club, BOB 
at the LRKC supported entry at Valley 
Forge under Lori Bentine and   BOS at 
Valley Forge under Paula Nykiel,   AOM 
under judge Marion Daniels at the Paw-
catuck LRC, and  AOM under breeder 
judge Cheryl Curtis at LRC of the Potomac 
Bare Bones - again all Owner Handled! All 
in all, we had a pretty good year! “    

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

BRAGS Cont’d on next page 
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BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! BRAGS! 

 

Submitted by Shirley Spinelli : 

           Black Oaks Buckstone Now You're Talkin' (Gabby) recently received the following titles: 

1. In September, Gabby received her Working Certificate from Mid-Jersey Labrador Retriever Club. 

2. In October at the West Highland White Terrier Club Fast CAT Trial she received her BCAT. 

3. In November she received her Farm Dog Certificate from Mid-Jersey Labrador Retriever Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

                                                    

 

 

 

Submitted by Stephanie Wolfinger: 

     She would like the club to know she has received her certification in dog training and behavior. 
Congratulations Stephanie! 

 

 

Gabby 
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Member photos - show us your babies! 

Submitted by Nancy Guerrini:   Guess Who?? 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

          

 

 

 

 

 
PHOTOS Cont’d on next page 
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Member photos (cont’d) 

Submitted by Nanci Alldred:   Fun Times!!! 
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UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS 

Board and General Membership Meetings  

At the Tarleton School 

Saturday, March 7, 2020 

 

 

 

 

KLRC Supported Entry At  

Bronx County Kennel Club Show  

MARCH 22, 2020. 
Judge:  Linda Bednarski, Tullamore Labradors  

 

KLRC Supported Entry At  

Bucks County Kennel Club Show 

May 2, 2020 
Judge:  Bolette Heering, Melicmark Labradors, Denmark 

Sweepstakes Judge:  Margaret Black, Serenity Labradors 

 

KLRC Annual Banquet 

Sunday, April 19, 2020 at North Hills Country Club, in 

Glenside, PA.  

 

Obedience Match - June 2020 (TBD)  

EVENTS continued on next page EVENTS continued on next page 
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UPCOMING other EVENTS (cont’d) 

                    https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f48abaa2aa75-myra  

EVENTS continued on next page 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f48abaa2aa75-myra
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UPCOMING other EVENTS (cont’d) 

     

                         Myra Savant-Harris EVENT (CONT’D) 

 

 

 If registering by mail, please make checks payable to MJLRC and send pay-

ment and registration to MJLRC C/O Brett Amdor, 2 Aiman Circle, Dresher, 

PA 19025 

 

Name      Email Address 

     

Phone Number            # of attendees  

  

Need additional information? Please contact Micki Beerman 

bklynlabs@aol.com 

                 

EVENTS continued on next page 

file:///C:/Users/CMC/AppData/Local/Temp/bklynlabs@aol.com
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UPCOMING other EVENTS (cont’d) 

EVENTS continued on next page 
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UPCOMING other EVENTS (cont’d) 

EVENTS continued on next page 
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UPCOMING other EVENTS (cont’d) 
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articles 

ARTICLES continued on next page 

Bartonella Bacteria Found in Hemangiosarcoma Tumors from Dogs 

Reprinted from NC State University Veterinary Medicine News 

 

Researchers from North Carolina State University have found a very high prevalence of Bartonella bacteria in tumors and 

tissues – but not blood samples – taken from dogs with hemangiosarcoma, a cancer of the blood vessels. The work further 

supports the connection between persistent infection and some types of cancer and adds to the evidence that Bartonella 

can remain and thrive, undetected, within tissue. 

Hemangiosarcoma (HSA) is an aggressive, deadly cancer that arises from cells lining the blood vessels. It is responsible for 

two-thirds of all heart or splenic tumors in dogs, and is most common in medium-sized and middle-aged dogs. Since HSA 

usually cannot be diagnosed without major abdominal surgery, most HSA remains undetected until it has reached an ad-

vanced stage, resulting in a one-year survival rate of only 12 to 20%. 

“There are clear precedents for the involvement of bacterial infections in tumor development,” says Ed Breitschwerdt, 

Melanie S. Steele Distinguished Professor of Medicine at NC State’s College of Veterinary Medicine and corresponding au-

thor of a paper describing the work. “Given the established links between chronic inflammation and cancer, we wanted to 

determine whether chronic infection of blood vessels due to bacteria could be a contributing cause of this cancer.” 

Breitschwerdt and colleagues from NC State looked at tumor tissue, non-tumor tissue and blood samples from 110 dogs 

with HSA from across the U.S. They screened both the tissues and the blood for Bartonella, Babesia, and Mycoplasma, three 

bacteria associated specifically with blood infections. 

 

Bartonella DNA was amplified and sequenced from 80 of the dogs with HSA: it was present in 34% of tumor tissue and 63% 

of non-tumor tissue, but appeared in none of the blood samples. Mycoplasma DNA was only amplified from 5 of the dogs 

and Babesia wasn’t detected in any dog. 

 

“Research in recent years has confirmed that persistent infection with or inflammation caused by stealth pathogens is a risk 

factor for developing cancer later in life,” Breitschwerdt says. “With the exception of Helicobacter pylori, the emphasis on 

evaluating the relationship between infection and cancer has focused on viruses. But intracellular bacterial pathogens such 

as Bartonella may also play an important and previously uninvestigated role. 
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Articles (cont’d) 

ARTICLES continued on next page 

 

“Bartonella is a stealth pathogen – it can ‘hide’ in the cells that line blood vessel walls, which is part of what makes it so diffi-

cult to detect,” Breitschwerdt says. “This work adds more evidence to the connection between infection and cancer risk, and 

demonstrates that molecular testing of whole blood samples does not rule out the tissue presence of this pathogen. Future 

studies are needed to investigate whether Bartonella infection can be a cause of HSA. Our team will be focusing on creating 

more sensitive diagnostic testing as part of this effort.” 

 

The work appears in PLOS ONE and was supported by the American Kennel Club Canine Health Foundation (Grant 2550) and 

the Comparative Medicine and Translational Research Program of the National Institutes of Health (T32OD011130). Ph.D. 

student Erin Lashnits is first author. 

 

~Tracey Peake/NC State News Services 
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Articles(cont’d) 

Enjoying Watching a Lab Work 
By Jody Parisi 

 
 

I had a wonderful time this past fall getting a WC on my Sammi (DeSoleils’s Sambuca Night) 
out of Kathy Mines CH MH Jack Daniels.  MJLRC put on a great event at an awesome venue 
and they even special ordered fabulous weather—-a true trifecta!  Several other Keystone 
club members also earned their WC that day! 
 
As proud as I am of earning the title I would like to talk a little about the thrill of watching our 
labs do what they were bred to do.  It is truly amazing how much of what they do is instinct 
and we just have to guide them and then get out of their way.  Watching a young lab actually 
watch a older experienced lab do a land or water retrieve and then attempt it themself is 
such a thrill.  I experienced first hand Sammi watching and learning from experienced han-
dlers and labs at previous practices and then thrilling me and doing it herself.   
 
I also belong to Waterland Retriever Club and have been working Sammi under the expert ad-
vice, help and training of Ann Hunter.  Watching your lab swim out of sight behind an island 
trying to find a duck almost completely submerged, being given the signal by Ann to call her 
back, and then have her emerge from the far side of the island with the duck in her mouth to 
retrieve to hand is something I don’t think will ever get old.  Ann later told me she knew she 
was “on it” the minute she rounded the island and went straight to it in the water!   
 
Ann is teaching me valuable lessons on breaking the various training  activities down into im-
portant small steps that the dog will remember and patience is a really big part of the train-
ing.  She constantly reminds me that undoing a mistake is so much harder than avoiding it in 
the first place with patience!  Like breaking down a water/land/water retrieve into 2 separate 
retrieves so minimizing the chance of the dog coming out of the first pond and running 
around the second pond to get to you quicker!  Or being really sure you have your dogs’ 
attention when “marking “ for a double retrieve.   
 
Having faith and trust in your dogs’ natural hunting and retrieving ability is also a key compo-
nent of field work.  Several weeks ago we were working on pheasants and this was the first 
time Sammi had ever even seen or smelled a pheasant.  

ARTICLES continued on next page 
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Articles(cont’d) 

 
      Ann showed me how to acclimate her to the new 
scent and then we were off to a few field retrieves 
which she did right on mark.  Then the real chal-
lenge, being steady at the line with a real gun being 
shot, then retrieving the fresh kill.  Since Ann has 
been so thorough in breaking the various steps 
down, Sammi never hesitated in retrieving her 
pheasant.  As exciting as that was what happened 
next was jaw dropping to me.  Remember this is all 

new territory to me, I have never worked a dog on live birds.  The next pheasant shot was a 
runner and the previous dog would not retrieve it.  Ann called me back to the line and said to 
send Sammi out.  Her exact quote. “Let’s see how much of her daddy she really has in her, 
you don’t get an opportunity very often to go after a runner!” Sammi flew out, circled the 
pheasant twice, then grabbed it and brought it back still flapping.  Thank goodness Ann han-
dled it from there!!! 
 
Whether you actively hunt your lab or just watch them instinctively do what they have been 
bred to do is very exciting!  Hopefully I can learn enough and have enough patience to bring 
Sammi to the next level of actual hunt tests.  Ann feels she has the natural talent, and with-
out her actually saying it, I think she is telling me not to mess that up!  Now, if I can only get 
her to jump off a dock for Dock Diving like she leaps into a pond.!!     
 
 

ARTICLES continued on next page 
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Articles(cont’d) 

A New AKC Judge! 
By Sara Thornton, DVM 

 
     The email came today. It’s an important one for me. I was notified that I am now an American Kennel 
Club judge of Labrador Retrievers. It’s been an ongoing process for the last two years. 

     I began showing Labradors in 1996. Since then, I’ve competed in conformation, field, obedience and rally. 
My dogs have earned well over 50 titles. I have also trained them in agility and tracking. It was a meaningful, 
enjoyable journey. Learning, making friends, and spending the time with the dogs is something I will always 
value. 

     Two and a half years ago, I decided to retire from competition with my dogs. My mind turned to judging 
the breed that is so close to my heart. I looked into the requirements to become a judge. I had most of them 
under my belt already. There were a couple of things that I needed to do in order to complete the judge appli-
cation. I made the effort to get those things done and sent my application in by the end of May  2019. 

     I was apprehensive, as I had been told that very often the applicant is told that more needs to be accom-
plished in order to apply. When the email came telling me I could progress to the online tests, I was relieved. 
I took several tests about anatomy and judging procedures. I passed them with no problems. 

     The next step was two more tests: another anatomy and another procedural exam. The anatomy test was 
not an issue. The procedural test was……..awful. I failed it. I took it a second time and I failed it again! I read 
online that I was not alone. Many aspiring judges were struggling with it. I had never failed a test in my life. It 
was even open book. I had three chances to pass; only one incorrect answer was allowed. The third time 
was the charm. If I had failed that time, I would have had to wait six months to take it again. 

     The final step was the interview with the AKC field representative and the demonstration that I could 
properly use the wicket. The wicket is the equipment used for measuring dogs’ height. Again, I heard horror 
stories about failing that procedure by bumping the dog, holding the wicket improperly, etc. 

     My interview was scheduled on my birthday. I drove up to Bloomsburg to the dog show at the fairgrounds. 
I met the field rep at the superintendent’s desk. A good friend of mine works at the shows with the superinten-
dent and she was there to cheer me on. I had to wait around for a while for the interview. It went smoothly. 
Then, I waited for the wicket test. A Golden Retriever was volunteered for the demonstration. The woman 
handling it could not have been nicer. She patiently listened to me as I stumbled through telling her about the 
formal procedure. Her dog stood like a rock, making it simple for me. Whew. It was over. 

     The results of my in person interview went to the AKC judges committee. When the email came today, I 
took a deep breath. 
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Member’s meeting minutes  

General Meeting Minutes 

November 11, 2019 

The meeting was held at the Suburban dog training club in conjunction with the Scent 
Work Presentation.  The meeting was called to order by Georgann Syphard at 12:25. 

 
In attendance:  Nanci Alldred, Brett Amdor, Nancy Dunnigan, Mary Ann Fletcher, Nancy 
Guerrini, Betsey Howell, Mickie Kelly, Kathy LaFrana, Jody Parisi, Rocco Spinelli, Shirley 
Spinelli, Linda Strauch, Joanne Summers, Georgann Syphard, Anne Tyler, Pete Tyler and 

Karen Vare. 
 

There was no Treasurer’s Report. 
There was no Secretary’s Report. 

 
Bucks County KC Supported Entry 

 
Georgann stated that the show was going to be on May 2nd this year.  Bucks County KC has 
retained Bolette Heering from Denmark to judge.  The judge’s committee is still trying to 

find a Sweepstakes judge. 
 

Bronx Kennel Club Supported Entry 
 

Georgann stated that the date for this show is March 22nd, 2020.  The judge will be Linda 
Bednarski, Tullamore Labradors. 

 
Trophy Committee 

 
Mickie Kelly stated that she will be contacting club members soon to confirm if they would 

like to keep the awards that they had sponsored for the Bucks County Club last year. 
 

Obedience Committee 
 

Karen stated that the AKC had approved Keystone to hold a mentored event for Obedience 
and Rally.  

The annual obedience match, the venue was up in the air.  There were rumors of the venue 
closing.  Karen was going to wait to see if it were to remain open until moving forward 

with a date for June, prior to the NOI. 

Minutes continued on next page 
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Member’s meeting minutes (cont’d) 

Annual Banquet 
 

Mickie Kelly stated that the banquet would be held again this year at the North Hills CC.  
The date for the banquet is April 19th, 2020. 

 
2020 Elections 

 
Georgann stated that there are 5 positions up for election, Vice President, Secretary, and 3 
directors positions.  At the January meeting the slate will be presented and nominations 

from the floor will be taken. 
 

Newsletter 
 

Kathy LaFrana stated that she is looking for brags and anything of interest for the upcom-
ing newsletter.  She hopes to have all the information to post it in January. 

 
Website 

 
Georgann stated that the website was being updated with the new membership applica-

tion.  The upcoming events were being updated as well.  The member’s attending the meet-
ing asked for an updated membership list be posted in the “members only” area of the 

website, which is protected with a password.  Georgann said she would contact Sara 
Thornton to work on that. 

 
Old Business 

 
Shirley Spinelli, the club historian, asked again for early copies of our Newsletter’s so she 
can archive them.  Georgann said she would try to contact Anne French for more infor-

mation on the original newsletters. 
 

New Business 
 

Under new business, several different types of events were mentioned to bring more mon-
ey into the club.  

Fast Cat:   Shirley Spinelli mentioned Fast Cat.  Mid Jersey LRC had recently ran an event 
and made a profit from it. 

Scent Work and Dock Diving were also brought up as events KLRC could sponsor to bring 
in extra money to the club.   

 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:57 

 
Respectively submitted, 
Karen Vare 
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September match photos 

There were two Conformation Matches held 
on September 22, 2019, at the  
Suburban Dog Training Club.  

As you can see it looks like everyone had a 
great time! 

 
 

 

MATCH Photos continued on next page 
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September match photos(cont’d) 

Conformation Matches and CGC 
We could not have asked for a better day on Sunday September 22, 2019 to host our Conformation Match-

es, with the first one being outside and the second one in the air-conditioning as the temperatures rose 
too quickly.  We had a great day where members and non-members showed their beautiful dogs with a lot 
of pride to our great judges (Mary Ann Fletcher and Edie Castor). Thank you to Karen Vare who offered her 

services so we could expand our match offerings this year to include CGC testing. Both matches and the 
GCG were well attended and it was great to chat with friends and see several new faces.  This event would 
not be nearly as successful without the help of our fabulous members!  I was truly impressed on the num-
ber of people who volunteered to assist with the setup, running, and cleanup of the facility! Many thanks 

go out to the following people who gave their time and effort to help Keystone LRC have a successful 
event: Nanci Aldred, Stephanie Wolfinger, Georgann Syphard, Mickie Kelley, Nancy Guerrini, Pete and 

Anne Tyler, Rocco and Shirley Spinelli, Gail Scatton, and Jodi Parisi. 
Thanks, 

Brett Amdor, Match Chairperson 
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Scent work demo 

 
At our General Membership Meeting on November 9, 2019 we had our club member Betsy 

Howell show us what Scent Work is all about.  
It’s another fun activity our wonderful Labs can accel in! 
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notices 

 

   Please Plan On Joining US! 

 
Board and General Member’s Meetings  

 
  March 7, 2020 at the Tarleton School.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Don’t forget to visit our club website at www.keystonelrc.com   

or on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/KeystoneLRC 

A quote to remember…. 

"...He is your friend, your partner, your defender, your dog. You are his life, his love, his leader. He will be yours, 

faithful and true, to the last beat of his heart. You owe it to him to be worthy of such devotion..."  Unknown 

http://www.keystonelrc.com/

